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This course focuses on the interplay of history, memory and archives to understand and 

craft parallel histories in colonial India. It offers historical perspectives on the ‘small voice 

of history,’ micro-histories, and local and alternative histories against the background of 

nationalist history. It will discuss questions of periodization, experience, language, 

narration and identity in 19th and 20th century India. 
 

By focusing on history, archives, memory, and historical fieldwork, the course will review 

the boundary between history and literature, history and memory, and history and 

anthropology, and suggest ways of opening up a historian’s territory. Through a close 

reading of some ‘significant’ and ‘insignificant’ ‘events,’ periods, and texts it unfolds the 

many narratives of history and memory in cantonments, cities, and villages in colonial 

India.  
 

The course will use photographs, maps, paintings, memories, stories, and films. 


